Identification of studies through databases and registers
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Reports assessed for Reports excluded
eligibility (n =121) by full text (n = 80)

Description/commentary
of practice (n=19)
Studies included in review (n = 41) Not focussed on

Reports of included studies (n=41) physiotherapy (n = 34)
Intervention in pre-operative

phase (n=15)

Included

Non-invasive cardiac

surgery (n=3)




